
! Minutes of the AGM of Norfolk Branch of NARPO 
Thursday 28th February 2013 !

1. Attendance 
President:                  Basil Kybird 
Chairman:                 Bert Herrington 
Secretary/Treasurer: Eric Bussey 
Committee: 
Colin Fox, Helen Wickens MBE, Tom Hodge, Dave Johnson, Jon Smith, Mike Cox, !
More than fifty members attended making it the best turn out for a few years. !
2. Apologies received from: 
Steve Thacker, Peter Wiggins, Sheila George, Paul Braden, Clare Petty, Russell Browne, Stan 
Limmer, Alan Hewer, David Walter, Malcolm Chubbock  !
3. The President introduced the Chief Constable, Mr Phil Gormley, who, together with the 
Chairman, led a silent tribute to all our colleagues who had passed away during the last year. 
The Chairman read out their names.  !
The Chief Constable was invited to address the meeting. Mr Gormley reminded everyone 
that he had been with Norfolk for 3 years and he had two more years of his contract left 
which he intended to complete. He thanked the Association for the valuable work it did and 
he emphasised the importance of the police family. He went on to explain his decision to 
reintroduce white shirts for which he had received overwhelming public support. The current 
financial climate had brought significant challenges and he was proud to announce that 
Norfolk is the best performing Force of its type.  He spoke of the new relationship between 
the Force and the Police Crime Commissioner’s office and the continued commitment to 
collaborate with Suffolk with the appointment of their new Chief Constable.    !
Finally the Chief Constable presented Eric Bussey with his Life Membership Certificate 
which the committee had awarded him to recognise his significant work for the Branch. !
4. Minutes of the last AGM held on 24th February 2012 
The minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 24.02.2012 had been 
previously circulated and were confirmed as a true and accurate record. 



Proposed: Colin Fox; Seconded: Tom Hodge   !!
5. Matters Arising  
There were no matters arising !
6. Chairman’s Address   
The Chairman, Mr Bert Herrington, welcomed all to the meeting and gave a summary of the 
activities of the Branch over the last year which included representation whenever possible at 
funerals. The annual Remembrance service at the Cathedral was well attended and for the 
first time a wreath was laid on behalf of the Branch by Mr Eric Bussey. Eric’s father was 
killed during an air raid on Norwich whilst serving as a Police Officer/Fireman. Wreaths 
were also laid at various Remembrance Services around the county by members of the 
association and the Norfolk Branch was represented in the NARPO delegation at the 
cenotaph in London. The Chairman went on to highlight the changing face of the Police 
Service and spoke of the introduction of the Police and Crime Commissioner who has 
replaced the old Police Authority. Social events continued to be held throughout the county 
and in July last year Helen Wickens sent out a letter with some suggested coach trips seeking 
feed back but the response was poor and these have not been taken forward at this time. 
Turning to welfare matters he reported that Mr Tom Hodge had represented the Branch on 
the Benevolent Fund Committee where financial assistance had been provided to some 
members. In addition  
there are hospital liaison officers for each of the main hospitals in the county who are happy 
to visit our members and offer assistance as appropriate. !
In closing he referred to Mr Eric Bussey, Branch Secretary for 10 years who was standing 
down from office. He expressed his gratitude to him for his support and hard work on behalf 
of the Branch during his term of office. His successor would be elected at this AGM. !
In conclusion he thanked all members for attending the AGM and the Committee for their 
valued support throughout the year. !
7. Secretary’s Report 
The Secretary Mr Eric Bussey reported there were 74 new members in 2012 with the 
numbers now standing at 719 full members, 5 life members, 53 widows, a total of 777. 
He had attended an ‘Officers Course’ run by the national office and he was satisfied that the 
Norfolk Branch was fully compliant with all NARPO requirements.  He encouraged 
everyone to use the national NARPO website where information regarding pensions, injury 
awards, and member services of all kinds could be found. He concluded by expressing his 
thanks to the Chairman for his dedication to the Branch, the Committee, Welfare rep, 
Hospital Liaison officers and all members for their support over the years. He stated it was 
time for him to step down. With new challenges such as electronic banking, websites etc he 
looked for someone else to take the branch forward. The Branch is in good health and he 
wished everyone involved well for the future.    !
8. Presentation of Accounts 



The Treasurer, Mr Eric Bussey presented the Accounts for 2012. Copies had been circulated. 
He reported the income was £13,615 and expenditure £9,805 with a credit balance of £3,810. 
Balance at HSBC on 31.12.2012 was £34,280. 
Bank interest rates are very low and enquiries have been made with the national office to see 
if we could benefit from their interest rates but unfortunately it is not possible. !
He referred to expenditure with the precept and Conference being the main items. Precept is 
linked to membership numbers so will increase as the membership numbers increase and 
Conference depends on the number of delegates that attend and the location in the country 
with the south being more expensive than the north. Postage is always increasing. 
He invited any questions: !
A question was asked if NARPO funds could be put into premium bonds. The Treasurer 
responded that this had been considered but only individuals can purchase premium bonds 
not organisations. !
A question was asked if consideration had been given to circulating newsletters by e-mail to 
reduce postage. The assistant secretary Mrs Helen Wickens responded this was something 
that would be explored over the next twelve months. 
In conclusion Mr Bussey thanked the appointed examiners and he commended the accounts 
for approval. !
Mr Colin Fox proposed the acceptance of the accounts seconded by Mr Tom Hodge and 
unanimously agreed.    !
9. Welfare Report & Accounts 
Mr Tom Hodge, the Welfare rep presented his welfare report. He summarised the welfare 
grants made throughout the year and he emphasised the difficulties in receiving timely 
information of those members that could have assistance.  He thanked everyone for their 
support and indicated his willingness to continue as the Welfare Representative for the 
Branch. He presented his balance sheet for the welfare account which had a balance of  
£133.75. 
Mr Eric Bussey proposed acceptance of the welfare report which was seconded by Mr Pete 
Body and agreed.  !
10. Election of Officers 
a) Chairman : Mr Bert Herrington was the current post holder and was willing to continue. 
Mr Tom Hodge proposed Mr Bert Herrington, seconded by Mr Colin Fox. There were no 
other nominations. Mr Bert Herrington was duly elected !
b) Secretary/Treasurer: Mr Eric Bussey informed the meeting that as he had announced at the 
last AGM he was not seeking re-election. He proposed Mrs Helen Wickens MBE, seconded 
by Mr Tom Hodge. There were no other nominations. Mrs Wickens was duly elected. !
c) Vice Chairman: Mr Colin Fox was proposed by Dave Johnson and seconded by Mr Ian 
Taylor. There were no other nominations. Mr Fox was duly elected. 



!
d) Assistant Secretary: Mrs Helen Wickens proposed Mr Eric Bussey, seconded by Mr Colin 
Fox. There were no other nominations. Mr Bussey was duly elected. !
e) Welfare Officer: Mr Tom Hodge was the current post holder and was willing to continue. 
Mr Colin Fox proposed Mr Tom Hodge, seconded by Mr Dave Johnson. There were no other 
nominations. Mr Hodge was duly elected.   !
f) Committee: Mrs Helen Wickens read out the following  list of names all of whom were 
willing to serve on the committee: 
Mr Bob Adams, Mr Pat Bailey, Mr Malcolm Chubbock, Mr Pete Boddy, Mr Mike Cox MBE, 
Mr Dave Johnson, Mr Ian Taylor, Mr Steve Thacker, Mr Stan Watkinson. 
No other nominations were put forward and the committee was agreed. !
g) Examiner of the Accounts: The current examiners were Mr Steve Thacker and Mr Peter 
Wiggins. Mr Bussey read out a letter from Mr Wiggins who was happy to remain an 
examiner if the books remained handwritten but may have difficulties if they were to be 
computerised. Mrs Helen Wickens gave assurance that the accounts would have the same 
appearance as always and it was agreed  Mr Steve Thacker and Mr Peter Wiggins would be 
the examiners for 2013.  !
11. Conference report  
The next NARPO conference is to be  held on 12th/13th September at York Race Course. 
Accommodation has been booked for 7 delegates albeit with our current membership 
numbers we are entitled to send 8. Mr Eric Bussey proposed that we send 7 delegates names 
to be resolved at first Committee meeting post AGM.This was seconded by Mr Colin Fox 
and agreed. !
[NB Delegates attending: Bert Herrington, Helen Wickens MBE, Colin Fox, Eric Bussey, 
Tom Hodge, Jonathan Smith & Stan Watkinson] !
12. Any other business. 
There was no other business put forward !


